
Other	  Ways	  to	  Look	  at	  Housing	  Issues	  

•  If	  we	  are	  pu7ng	  most	  of	  our	  reasonably-‐
priced	  housing	  in	  the	  outlying	  areas	  of	  the	  
Aus?n	  SMA,	  what	  do	  we	  do?	  

•  There	  are	  three	  ways	  to	  lower	  the	  cost	  of	  
housing:	  
– Cheapen	  the	  product	  (can	  have	  implica?ons)	  
–  Increase	  the	  density	  
– Make	  the	  units	  smaller	  



Density	  Helps	  Affordability	  



ACTUAL&CURRENT&LAND&
PRICING&IN&78702&AS&OF&

SUMMER&2013
EXAMPLE&ONE EXAMPLE&TWO& EXAMPLE&THREE EXAMPLE&FOUR EXAMPLE&FIVE

Compare&Pricing&(acreage&
times&Square&Feet&of&
Porperty)&.&.&.&Which&one&is&
affordable?
!!!!!!!Acreage 8.8 3.8 1.88 7 1.64

&&&&&&&Price&Per&Square&Foot $35 $30 $87 $30 $57
Total&Price $13,416,480 $4,965,840 $7,124,674 $9,147,600 $4,071,989
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SQUARE&FOOTAGE AVERAGE&RENT
1,000 $2,000
750 $1,500
588 $1,176
375 $750
200 $400

WHAT&IS&AFFORDABLE?

Consider&How&to&Lower&Rents

Density	  lowers	  the	  costs.	  	  	  	  
	  
Making	  units	  smaller	  lowers	  the	  costs	  to	  the	  consumer.	  


